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When you visit Berrima 
Ridge Farm, the first thing 
you see is chickens in the 
paddocks. That seems 
reasonable...unless you’ve 
been to a chicken farm 
before.  

Anne and Warryn Stuckey 
have been keeping chooks 
at Berrima Ridge for five 
years. They started with 
soil almost devoid of min-
erals and a magne-
sium/calcium ratio that set 
the soil like concrete.   

Soil may be an unexpected 
consideration when talking 
about eggs, but for the 
Stuckeys, repairing the soil 
and producing high quality 
eggs have been dual aims 
since the beginning.  

‘We view the soil as the 
most important component 
besides having chickens to 
lay the eggs’ Anne ex-
plains. ‘We produce a top 
quality egg that is locally 
produced/sold but not at 
the expense of the welfare 
of chickens or the health of 
the soil. We restrict our 
numbers to what our soil 
and pasture will sustain.’ 

Under the Stuckey’s stew-
ardship, the soil has been 
transformed. Where there 
was one lonely worm 
found in the soil in the 

early days, the veg garden 
is now heavily populated. 
The pH level has shifted 
from acidic at 5.4 to a more 
neutral 6.2. 

The ‘girls’ are treated with 
striking kindness. Anne 
attributes their happiness to 
good soil, sunshine, clean 
water, high protein pellets 
and regular rotation on pas-
ture. ‘The hens are free to 
roam wherever, even if that 
includes the rose garden’, 
she adds ruefully.    

And that kindness continues 
even when the chooks are 
no longer financially viable. 
‘When we foster out our 
older girls, I monitor the 
character of the purchaser 
and how they treat the 
hens.’ Here is a woman 
who loves her chooks.   

Anyone who has bought 
their eggs and read the 
accompanying note will 
have a fond image of Iso-
bel, CEO of Production and 
her fellow layers’ antics and 
opinions. 

An important factor is the 
chickens’ housing. Mobile 
housing allows the immedi-
ate surrounds to rest as well 
as breaking the parasite 
breeding cycle and restrict-
ing the amount of nitrogen 
released into the soil.  

The chicken houses have 
mesh floors so the manure 
falls to the ground, where 
it is left to soften before 
being transferred to the 
olive grove or veg garden.  

The chickens rely on natu-
ral light to trigger laying, 
rather than artificial ex-
tended daylight to maxi-
mise production.  

Livestock wellbeing isn’t 
just about the producers. It 
is just as much about con-
sumers and what they 
demand in the market.  

Anne is passionate about 
exposing the real cost of 
‘cheap’ food. ‘Food is now 
produced at the expense 
of our soil and animals’ 
wellbeing. The consumer 
needs to understand that 
the soil is like a body - you 
can only beat it so much.’   

Of course, changing a 
societal norm means edu-
cating children, another of 
Anne’s passions. ‘Children 
need to get back to the soil 
and understand where 
their food comes from and 
how animals are treated in 
the process. Life is not in a 
packet.’  

Hear, hear.  

Kathy Biddlecombe 

Transition Shire  
Wingecarribee  

T R A N S I T I O N  DI A RY 
Date Location Event 

Friday 7 November 7pm Robertson CTC Australia Pumping Empty & TSW presentation 

Saturday 8 November 2pm Uniting Centre, Bowral Stand against Warming placard making 

Saturday 8 November 7pm Berrima Courthouse Australia Pumping Empty & TSW presentation 

Saturday 15 November 10:30am Meet at Corbett Gardens, Bowral Stand against Warming 

Saturday 15 November 7pm Bundanoon Memorial Hall Australia Pumping Empty & TSW presentation 

Friday 28 November 7:30pm  Mittagong Playhouse Dr Philliip Laird: Improving freight and passenger rail services on the main south line. 

Saturday 29 November 10am 12 McGuinness Dve, Mount Murray Tour of Dr David Tranter’s 25yo passive solar house. David Tranter 4885 1394 

The key to happy chickens...  
freedom and sunshine 




